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Introduction 
 
This year has seen further additions to the range of services and projects which the 
Town Council has taken on as it works to deliver the kinds of improvements which 
residents have said they want to see in Berwick, Spittal and Tweedmouth. 
 
At the annual meeting in 2011, residents put forward a wide range of suggestions about 
what would make their communities better, and having sifted through these to find 
which could be delivered with the limited resources of the Town Council, work has 
started on the kinds of things which can make a difference, and these are highlighted in 
the report which follows. 
 
Where the Council cannot make a direct difference it has tried to ensure the voice of 
residents is heard where it matters, for example with ambulance services. 
 
Berwick-upon-Tweed is fortunate to have strong community groups and associations 
which work hard, entirely voluntarily, on events and projects for their locality.  The 
Council has continued to support these with financial help through its grant schemes, 
and the results show the immense value of partnership.   
 
As the year ends, the Town Council is actively preparing for two major events in the 
new municipal year:  the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the arrival in Berwick of the 
Olympic Torch Relay.  This coincides with fresh efforts to inject investment into the local 
economy.  The Town Council, as the democratically accountable local authority, is 
committed to ensuring these initiatives add real value to the community. 
 
The Year in Brief 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS 
 
Berwick in Bloom 
The Council was pleased to support the work of the Berwick in Bloom Committee, by 
undertaking a number of projects.  After discussions with the Three Fields Residents 
Association, the beds opposite Aldi in North Road were replanted with sustainable 
shrubs, and the old benches replaced with new;  hanging baskets were added to the 
floral display in Marygate; thousands of spring bulbs were planted on mini-roundabouts,  
along North Road, lining both sides of the road from the A1 at Scremerston, and in Main 
Street Spittal.  Many were planted by school-children, others by volunteers, and those 



 

 
 

on the roadside by the County Council’s NEAT team, without whom many of these 
projects could not happen.  The bulbs made a splendid display in this their first year, 
and should get better and better. 
 
The Council also planted trees.  A flowering cherry was planted adjacent to  Castlegate 
Car Park to mark the Royal Wedding in 2011, and in spring 2012 two groups of six trees 
have been planted to mark the Diamond Jubilee:  one at Newfields and one at 
Eastcliffe. 
 
Streetscape improvements 
The two Welcome to Berwick signs on North Road and Sunnyside Cut having become 
very shabby, the Council replaced these with two new signs, and for the first time 
Welcome signs have been placed at Ord Drive and Etal Road. 
 
The appearance of the town centre has been improved too, by painting the lamp 
columns and bollards which line Marygate.  The second phase of this work started at 
the end of the year, with all the remaining bollards in the town centre, the sentry box in 
the Parade, and Tweedmouth’s Jubilee lamp (first having some old road signs removed) 
having three coats of paint, which will not only make them look much better, but will also 
prolong their life. 
 
Berwick Parks Project 
The first stage of the bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund to restore Coronation Park and 
Castle Vale Park was successful, and the lead partnership of the County Council and 
Town Council, along with CARA, was awarded the funds to develop a full bid for £1 
million.  Consultants were appointed early in 2012, and work is now underway to put 
detailed plans together, with the invaluable help of the local community. 
 
Flagstaff Park 
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee triggered a proposal that the rose garden in Flagstaff 
Park should if possible be restored and improved to mark this very special occasion.  
Plans were drawn up to plant new roses to replace those well past their best, and add a 
variety of herbaceous perennials and other sustainable planting.  The County Council 
agreed to meet the labour costs if the Town Council funded the plants and other items 
needed for the restoration.  This project will be completed in 2012-13, but the new roses 
were planted at the end of 2011-12, providing a foundation for what should be a 
beautiful new feature. 
 
Allotments 
The waiting list for allotments was up-dated during the year, and is now considerably 
less,  at 11 at the year-end.  The Council cleared redundant buildings from the 
Blakewell Gardens allotments and erected a new fence along one side, which has 
improved the outlook for neighbouring properties. 
 
Following discussions with Berwick Preservation Trust, the Council has also agreed to 
take on responsibility for the Lion Allotments, which operate under a self-management 



 

 
 

arrangement.  The Council hopes that this added resource will help to absorb some of 
the residual demand for allotments, but acknowledges it still needs to look for additional 
sites. 
 
Play Areas 
Councillors visited all the play areas in the Town Council area, all of which are the 
responsibility of the County Council, during the summer of 2011; they also 
commissioned inspections by RoSPA’s Playsafety arm, to assess the state of the 
equipment.  It was agreed not to take responsibility for the play areas, as requested by 
the County Council, in April 2012.  The Council would first commission a study of the 
play areas, to see whether they were still in the right location for the present distribution 
of families and children, and whether the equipment was still the right kind in the right 
place. 
 
The Council is, however, committed to taking on two new play facilities in Spittal and 
Highcliffe. 
 
The Spittal Splash Park was completed in December following disappointing delays.  It 
was immediately de-commissioned for the winter, and finally officially opened on 6 May 
2012, a major and exciting contribution to the facilities for local children and visitors to 
Spittal.  A Spittal Improvement Trust project, financed by a number of funding bodies, 
responsibility for the Park will pass to the Town Council once legal agreements are 
reached. 
 
Highcliffe’s new play area was completed in summer 2011, with teething problems 
which the Town Council has committed to trying to resolve.  The badly-needed play 
area has brought a great deal of pleasure to local children, but more facilities for young 
children are needed, as well as fencing to exclude dogs.  The Council has ordered 
toddler equipment, and the swing for older children will be re-located adjacent to the 
skate park.  It is hoped that this will ensure use of the Highcliffe facility is more 
appropriate.  
 
Supporting Local Projects 
Through the Berwick Environment Enhancement Scheme, BEES for short, a number of 
local organisations have received small grants as seed money to enable them to get 
projects moving which will improve the local environment.  This year’s grants supported 
the following: 
 
West End Residents Association (£931) 
Repairs to Tweedmouth War Memorial 
 
Cittaslow (£125) 
Berwick's entry fee for the Northumbria in Bloom competition for 2011. 
 
Spittal Improvement Trust (£500) 
Provision of tools, compost, topsoil, shrubs and plants. 



 

 
 

 
Highlights Rural Touring Scheme (£200) 
Performances and exhibitions in Berwick-upon-Tweed and Spittal;  training and support 
for the volunteers. 
 
Ciitaslow (£30) 
Berwick in Bloom portfolio. 
 
Three Fields Residents Association (£1,200) 
Purchase  of 3 notice boards. 
 
Pushing for Better Services 
Fearing another severe winter, the Council pushed for more grit bins at strategic 
locations, and the County Council agreed that five locations met their criteria, placing 
the bins at no charge.  At two additional locations the Town Council paid for bins and 
any refills required. 
 
The quick response by the County Council’s NEAT team when local problems are 
raised and their co-operation in working through these together is much appreciated. 
 
Community Assets 
The Town Council is keeping a watching brief on assets which belonged to the former 
Borough Council and transferred to the County Council in April 2009.  Members have 
agreed that Mitchell Memorial Hall is an important community facility which should not 
be lost, and during the year commissioned a business plan for the Hall with a view to its 
transfer to the Town Council if appropriate. 
 
Seats, bus shelters, litter bins and war memorials 
On 1 April 2012, responsibility for all 300 seats in the Town Council area, as well as 
most bus shelters, provision of litter bins, and maintenance of Spittal War Memorial, 
was passed to the Town Council by the County Council. 
 
Work is now underway to introduce a programme of restoration and maintenance for the 
seats, and replacement or removal where necessary.  A scheme for dedicated seats 
has been set up, which ensures all costs are met by the donor; applications can be 
made through the Council website. 
 
The new bus shelters in Golden Square are just two of the bus shelters which the Town 
Council now looks after.  The Council has put seats into five other older shelters for the 
benefit of people waiting for buses. 
 
Marketing Berwick 
With the visitor economy so crucial to Berwick, the Council has invested resources in 
marketing and publicity.  For the first time Berwick-upon-Tweed has a full page to itself 
in the main Northumberland brochure, which is distributed nationally, and a full panel in 
the Days Out and Attractions leaflet.  The Council produced a second edition of the 



 

 
 

Events Leaflet, which is being distributed regionally and locally. 
 
The Council has also agreed to take on the VisitBerwick website, which is linked to Visit 
Northumberland.  The Council will be responsible for bringing as many local businesses 
onto the site as possible, and then ensuring the site is kept fully up-dated. 
 
 
EVENTS 
 
Supporting local events 
The Council has supported, and agreed to support, the following local events through its 
grants scheme: 
 
Berwick Rangers Juniors Youth Development (£250) 
To assist with Dutch exchange visit. 
  
Berwick Slow Food (£500) 
Ongoing development of Berwick Food Festival. 
 
ReSTAGE (£250) 
Contribute to the cost of educational drama sessions for pupils from Berwick first 
schools.   
 
Berwick-upon-Tweed Film & Media Arts Festival (£500) 
To help increase the visibility of, and develop audiences for, the 7th Berwick-upon-
Tweed Film & Media Arts Festival: 23 - 25 September 2011. 
 
Spittal Improvement Trust (£1,500) 
Spittal Seaside Festival 2011, the 2011 'Christmas in Spittal' event and Spittal Gala 
2011. 
 
Berwick Harriers AC (£250) 
For organising and staging the "Curfew Run" (over  three years). 
 
Berwick Events Group (£750) 
To help fund a Christmas Market and Christmas Lights Festival for the town. 
 
Bonfire Night and Fireworks at Tweedmouth Town Green (£250) 
To purchase Insurance Policy for the annual bonfire night. 
 
Tweedmouth Feast Crowning and Carnival Committee (£1,380) 
Marquee on Tweed Green. 
 
Lisa Wilson, Ann Tunnard & Felicity Sweeney (£360) 
To host the visit of The People's Bible to Berwick. 
 



 

 
 

Berwick-upon-Tweed Fair Trade Steering Group (£225) 
The hire of the Guild Hall and supply of light Fair Trade refreshments at the launch of 
Berwick-upon-Tweed Fair Trade Town Status on 28th February 2012. 
 
Berwick Events Group (£750) 
To continue to organise and produce Dickensian Market in Berwick-upon-Tweed in 
December 2012. 
 
Berwick-upon-Tweed Film & Media Arts Festival (£500) 
The funds will be used to help increase the visibility of, and to develop audiences for, 
the 8th Berwick-upon-Tweed Film & Media Arts Festival: 19th - 23rd September 2012. 
 
Rotary Club (£2,500) 
Provision of celebration event(s) for people of Berwick for Queen Elizabeth II 60th 
celebration. 
 
Christmas Lights and Trees 
New lights and refurbishment of existing lights have been a major project for the town.  
The Council has undertaken the refurbishment of the existing lights in Marygate, but has 
also had power supplies introduced for new lights in Castlegate, as well as four large 
new features in Golden Square.  A new ’ceiling’ of lights was installed in West Street 
and the Council funded new lights for Bridge Street and lights for the Prior Park 
Residents’ tree.  Seven Christmas trees were placed in locations in Berwick, Spittal and 
Tweedmouth, and the Council funded the putting up of the town’s major display, the 
Rotary Club’s lights across the new bridge. 
 
Remembrance Day  
The Town Council, as in previous years, arranged the annual service of Remembrance 
on 13 November, held this year in Berwick Parish Church, and following which the Civic 
Party led the parade to the War Memorial in Castlegate where wreaths were laid 
following a brief service incorporating the two-minute silence.  Short services were also 
conducted at the Spittal and Tweedmouth War Memorials. 
  
Civic Events 
The Civic Party, as ambassadors for the Town Council, attended a large number of 
events during the year, from receptions for visitors from overseas, to events hosted by 
local businesses, voluntary organisations, schools and residential homes. 
 
 
COUNCIL MATTERS 
 
The full Council meets every two months, but much of the discussion and decision-
making is carried out by its five Committees:  Events, Environment and Regeneration, 
Finance and Resources, Planning and Staffing.  All meetings are open to the public, 
who are excluded only where confidential items are being discussed.  Each meeting has 
an open session at the start, when the public can raise issues of concern, or ask 



 

 
 

questions. 
 
Honorary Freemen 
On 27 April 2011, the Council agreed to bestow the title Honorary Freeman on John 
Hush, in recognition of his long and distinguished commitment to the community of 
Berwick-upon-Tweed.  Mr Hush was the first Honorary Freeman to be appointed by the 
Council. 
 
On 22 August 2011, the second Honorary Freeman, Henry McCreath, was appointed, 
also for his distinguished service to the community. 
 
Any resident of Berwick-upon-Tweed may nominate someone to be an Honorary 
Freeman; details of the criteria, and a nomination form, can be down-loaded from the 
website. 
 
Youth Council 
During the year the Council agreed to investigate whether or not local schools would 
support the setting up of a Youth Council, to enable local young people to learn more 
about the local democratic process, and also to discuss their aspirations for their 
communities, and prepare budgets for taking projects forward.  Initial discussions 
showed enthusiasm for the idea and at the year-end discussions were taking place with 
individual schools on putting forward ‘young councillors’. 
 
Planning Issues 
Applications for planning permission are referred by the County Council to the Town 
Council for comment, and the Planning Committee meets every month to consider 
these and agree a view, which is then sent to the County Council.  These views are 
taken into account along with all those which are submitted by residents and other 
bodies. 
 
The Committee welcomes the views of residents; the monthly meetings are open to the 
public, and information about local planning applications can be found by logging on to: 
http://www.berwick-tc.gov.uk/town_council/committees/planning.htm 
 
Working with Others 
Local voluntary, public and community organisations have invited the Town Council to 
nominate representatives to serve on their committees and steering groups.  Full details 
of these organisations and the current Town Council appointees can be found on the 
Town Council website. 
 
The Council has also contributed to the debate over Berwick’s economic regeneration.  
As well as representation on the Berwick’s Future Programme Management Group, the 
Town Mayor represented the Council on the Town Team which, under the leadership of 
Berwick Community Trust, worked together to submit a bid as a ‘Portas’ town.  The 
Council also hosted two events to involve local groups, businesses and residents in the 
Eastern Arc Area Action Plan. 



 

 
 

 
Guild of Freemen 
The Council administers admissions to the Guild of Freemen at a quarterly meeting 
presided over by the Town Mayor.  This year the Mayor has admitted 34 men and 
women, whose families and history are part of the fabric of Berwick life. 
 
The Town Council received its entitlement to a share of the surplus of the Freemen’s 
Schedule III monies, which this year was £88,516, a valuable additional resource for the 
Council. 
 
 
ACCOUNTS FOR 2011-12 
 
The accounts for 2011-12 are currently in preparation. 
 
Receipts totalled £192,234.  This includes ££88,516  received from the Freemen.  
Estimated payments totalled £121,552. 
 
The cost of the Town Council to a Band D property was £26.92, equating to a little over 
50p per week. 
 
Details of all the Council’s receipts and payments can be found attached to the Finance 
and Resources Committee agendas, which are posted on the Town Council’s website. 
 
The Government appointed auditor BDO Stoy Hayward LLP carried out the audit of the 
accounts for the year ended 31 March 2011 and issued the Town Council with the 
Notice of Conclusion of Audit on 12 September 2011. 
 
 
 
STAFF 
 
The Council’s staff in 2011-12 comprised a full-time Town Clerk and a part-time (0.5 
FTE) assistant to the Clerk; from April 2012 a part-time (one day per month) Finance 
Officer has been appointed.  The Sergeant at Mace and Halberdier continue to look 
after all matters relating to the Civic Party. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue Finch 
TOWN CLERK 
 
 


