


Report from Northumbria Healthcare: 

‘A significant milestone will be reached in the construction of 

Berwick’s long-awaited new community hospital this week. 

  

The first components, which have been built off-site, will be 

transported from Merit’s factory in Cramlington, supported by a 

police escort, to the hospital site in Berwick. Merit, Northumbria 

Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust’s construction partner, has 

been building these components since January last year. 

  

In total 712 pre-assembled modules (PAMs), 52 fully fitted  

bathrooms PODs and 17 roof PODs will be transported from 

Cramlington to north Northumberland over the course of the 

next five to six months and will be installed on the roof and  

within the hospital’s two-storey steel frame. 

  

The PAMs will be installed within ceiling voids and house the 

hospital services, including plumbing, lighting, heating and  

ventilation. The roof PODs, which will sit on top of the building, 

contain the equipment needed to distribute services throughout 

the hospital. 

On Tuesday July 30, at around 8.00am, two roof PODs will be 

lifted by crane onto two large lorries to make the 60-mile  

journey to Berwick. It is expected that the journey along Fisher 

Lane, Cramlington, up the A1 and along the A1167 into Berwick 

will take around an hour and a half. On Wednesday July 31, the 

PODs will then be lifted by crane onto the top of the hospital 

building, their permanent home. A further six PODs will be  

delivered to the site between Wednesday and Friday this week. 

  

There will be some parking and traffic restrictions in place on 

some of the roads nearest to the hospital site. Residents who 

will be directly affected by this will have received a letter from 

Merit last week. We have also delivered letters to residents  

today with more detailed information about the deliveries. 

 

The local community has seen the hospital develop week by 

week and this exciting phase will begin the transformation of 

what is currently a steel frame into a modern and innovative 

building which will transform the way healthcare is delivered to 

those who live in Berwick and further afield.' 

Hospital Update 

They may not be the most fragrant of subjects but as we 

get many queries about this, we thought we would let you 

know our responsibilities in this area. Public bins are a 

collaborative process in Berwick between us and  

Northumberland County Council. We own the public 

branded bins in town, not the private ones and NCC  

empty both. Therefore, do get in touch regarding the  

public bins in town, but we cannot help with waste  

collection!  

 

You may have noticed that some of the dog bins have 

been removed around town. Northumberland County 

Council will take away dog waste bins once they are 

deemed to be in a hazardous state, they often end up 

corroding at the base which leads to waste falling out 

again. Not every dog bin removed will be replaced with  

the same type because you can now put dog waste in a  

normal rubbish bin if illustrated with the dog logo. 

 

We occasionally find our bin covers going missing - see 

pictures of naked bin and found bins below. We generally 

find them close by after clearly some fun and games but 

do please let us know if you see one in the wild, we have 

really appreciated your help in the past when they have 

gone on an adventure...  

Bins 

                                           Invitation to a drop-in session   

  

Residents and stakeholders are invited to find out more 

about the progress of the construction of Berwick’s new 

community hospital and the patient services it will offer at 

a drop-in session being held between 11am and 4pm on 

Friday 9 August 2024 at the William Elder Building 56-58 

Castlegate, Berwick-Upon-Tweed TD15 1JT.  

Finally, we are now heading into peak tourist season 

when bins get full of rubbish, including things that could 

easily be taken home such as large pizza boxes -  

especially if you have a car. We have been adding finger 

flaps onto bins where we can to deter the seagulls, but if 

they are overfilled....the birds have easy access and  

distribute it across town! If you have visitors this summer 

please can you encourage them not to overfill bins or at 

least take it to the next less full bin - both BTC and NCC 

would really appreciate it.  






